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major areas of surgery, including preoperative evaluation, 
trauma, vascular disease, endocrine disease, abdominal 
pathology, pediatric surgery, urology, orthopedic surgery, 
thoracic surgery, skin pathology, head and neck disease, 
breast problems, and surgical emergencies. Each chapter 
addresses a specific issue and provides a brief discussion of 
the pathology and etiology, clinical presentation, diagnos-
tic tests, appropriate management, expectations from 
treatment, and any special considerations. The chapters 
conclude with an algorithm for evaluation and treatment. 
The book clearly and succinctly provides fundamental 
information regarding a wide array ofissues. It is an excel-
lent resource for the initial management of a problem, and 
it provides a framework for further evaluation and treat-
ment. The organization is logical, and the information is 
easy to find. It covers a wide spectrum of issues in a book 
that is straightforward and portable. It is also easy to read 
and is especially useful for problems that the reader may 
encounter infrequently. 
Each chapter is brief, usually less than five pages, and 
concise. General concepts are provided, and a standard 
approach to treatment is given. However, the book does 
not provide an in-depth discussion of issues and usually 
does not provide the basis for the conclusions or recom-
mendations. I found that some of the chapters, especially 
those with which I had some familiarity, were too general 
and provided little new information. 
Furthermore, no attempt is made to be exhaustive or 
to provide a detailed discussion of the controversies or of 
the alternative forms of management. References are gen-
erally not provided, and the studies supporting the recom-
mendations are not discussed. In addition, although the 
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algorithms do provide appropriate direction for treatment, 
they do not provide specific information regarding such 
issues as medication dosages, duration of therapy, or con-
tingencies for unexpected outcomes. However, because of 
the conciseness of the text, this would be impossible and 
was not, I believe, the intention of the editors. Given the 
multiplicity of the authors, however, the chapters show a 
remarkable consistency in both organization and content. 
This book will be most useful for medical students and 
residents as a quick and immediately available reference. 
Experienced surgeons will find it useful for reviewing issues 
with which they have limited familiarity or for preparing for 
recertification or board examinations. It also will be useful 
for nonsurgeons seeking a basic understanding of surgical 
problems or desiring to know the likely evaluation and 
. treatment of patients who are referred for surgical consul-
tation. It does not, however, supplant standard surgical 
texts, which, by the virtue of their size and more narrow 
focus, offer far more definitive and detailed information. 
Overall, I recommend this text as a useful resource for 
those seeking either general or quick information on a 
wide variety of topics. It will be especially useful to those 
who do not have the time or the easy access to more 
detailed sources of information. It is inexpensive com-
pared with most surgical texts, and there are few current-
ly available books that provide similar information. 
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